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Freedom of Religious Worship
" For nearly 1 flOO years Travancore has furnished a unique example to the world of religious toleration and hospitality, to all creeds and forms of faith"
This was the observation made by Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar in reply to the complaint about religious toleration made by a Deputation of the All Travancore Joint Political Congress which waited on the Dewan and which, it may be added, was mostly Christian in composition. The astounding statement was made that the "highly arbitrary procedure cuts at the very root of religious freedom in a manner unheard of in any civilized country and runs counter to all known policy of religious toleration." Though no elaborate examination is necessary to rebut this charge at this stage of Christian prosperity and Christian progress so militantly observable in Travancore, certain broad facts of history will bear any amount of repetition in view of this irresponsible and audacious statement made whose only object is to parade political platitudes at the cost of truth, In the first place, Travancore was the earliest field in South India for the aggressive activities of the Christian Missionary who was helped by the State Government with liberal financial support and plenty of landed property at their two citadels of evangelistic work, namely, the C* M. S. at Kottayam and L. M. S. at Nagercoil. But for the unaccountably liberal aid we would not have had on imperishable record the proud boast of Lord Curzon that Travancore " embraces a larger Christian population than any other Native State" nor the self-satisfying slogan of the European Missionary that Travancore with an area of 7,625 square miles has as much as about one-fourth of the entire Christian population of India. To put it in another way, Travancore which is only two hundred and twenty-fifth part of the Indian Empire in area has a Christian population equal to one-fourth of the total number of Christians in India* Could this amazing growth have been possible but for the